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WHAT IS LABOR DAY? 
 

Always the first Monday in September, La-
bor Day was the idea of Peter J. Maguire 
(although recent research has shown that it 
might have been his brother Matthew’s 
idea), a labor union leader who in 1882 pro-
posed a celebration honoring the Ameri-

can worker. 

The date chosen was simply “convenient,” 
according to Maguire, because it was mid-
w a y  b e t w e e n  t h e  F o u r t h  o f 

July and Thanksgiving. 

Although the day’s focus on organized labor 
has diminished over the years, the holiday 
has become a way to mark the end of the 
summer season—and the start of the 
school year. 
Labor Day in the United States is a public 
holiday celebrated on the first Monday in 
September. It honors the American labor 
movement and the contributions that work-
ers have made to the strength, prosper-
ity, laws and well-being of the country. It is 
the Monday of the long weekend known 
as Labor Day Weekend and it is considered 
the unofficial end of summer in the United 

States. The holiday is also a federal holiday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Beginning in the late 19th century, as 
the trade union and labor move-
ments grew, trade unionists proposed 
that a day be set aside to celebrate la-
bor. "Labor Day" was promoted by 
the Central  Labor Union and 
the Knights of Labor, which organized 
the first parade in New York City. In 
1887, Oregon was the first state of the 
United States to make it an offi-
cial public holiday. By the time it be-
came an official federal holiday in 1894, 
thirty U.S. states officially celebrated 

Labor Day.
[1]
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ACTIVITIES FOR 2017 

 
September 
 
9/20 - 9/23 Bikes, Blues and BBQ - Fayetteville, AR 
9/28 - 9/30 Oklahoma District Rally - Muskogge Civic      
Center, 425 Boston Street,     Muskogee, 
Ok 
TBA  Hot Springs Motorcycle Rally 
TBA  Arkansas District Picnic 
9/09  Chapter E Progressive Dinner Ride 
TBA  Arkansas Hog Rally - Hot Springs, AR 
 
October 
9-5  Chapter E Picnic - Lake Ouachita 
 
November 
TBA  Leaf Peeping Trip - Eureka Springs, AR 
11/11  Flags at Cedarvale Cemetary, 7:00am put up, 
4:00pm take down 
 
December 
12/5  Chapter E Christmas Party at Johanna’s De-
soto  
TBA  Arkansas District Picnic 
TBA  Salvation Army Bell Ringers 
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How very stylish Vin, our new member 









A number of Don & Valerie Hewett’s friends went up to Mt Magazine to see 
the Eclipse.  A Park Ranger had a hugh telescope that showed the reflection 
of the eclipse on his pad, which he put on the ground for everyone to see. 

One man brought a 
Welders Mask to look 
at the Eclipse 



Look, up in the sky 
It’s a bird 

It’s a plane 
It’s super-eclipse 



Valerie had the reflec-
tion of the eclipse 
shadow on her shirt. 



Safety Education Pays Big Dividends 
 
People ask me periodically how I keep from burning out as Chapter Educator.  My prede-
cessor warned me that I would at best make it two years in the job.  I would like to answer 
this question 3 ways.   
        First, was an experience I had after hiring in with DuPont as an Auditor.  DuPont 
prided itself on it’s world class safety record and required mandatory attendance at 
Safety meetings.  I found myself deeply disappointed in their programs and kept saying 
to myself, “That’s obvious, do they think I am stupid?”   About a year into my employ-
ment, I was invited to attend a party given by the Belle Plant Construction group celebrat-
ing 1,000,000 exposure hours without an injury.  
The Field Project manager addressed the group and 
said, “Had we been at indus- try averages for the type 
of construction we do, we would have had 22 inju-
ries and two deaths in a mil- lion hours.”  This hit me 
like a ton of bricks!  I then realized that I had been 
wearing safety glasses in the garage at home and 
working safer than previ- ously without being con-
sciously aware of it.   I came to the conclusion that 
AWARENESS not newness that is the most important 
element of a safety program.   
 Second, as I re- searched and presented 
safety programs and articles to Chapter E, I noticed a big difference in how I was riding 
and avoiding close calls using techniques I had been teaching.   I have gone so long 
without a close call that it drives me to do even better.   
 Third, and most important, is feedback from Chapter E membership.  Members 
have relayed to me instances where they used something I taught to avoid an accident.  
This feedback was important to me to determine if I was on the right track.  We like to 
think we see ourselves clearly but we seldom do.  Based on 7 years of feedback, I believe 
I have saved at least one member from a painful injury or death.  This makes the effort 
put into Safety well worth it. 

Now that we will no longer have a Chapter Educator, I challenge each one of you to be-

come a student of safety and take the time to read safety articles and take safety course.  

Without exception, experienced riders tell me they learn something new in every class 

they take even if it is a repeat.   The picture is my first trike which I still have – better mile-

age than a Goldwing trike! 


