
 

 

 

Director’s Ramblins 1 

2016 Activities 2 

GWRRA Mtg  Aug 20 3-5 

Quebec, Canada 6 

Alien protects Chateau Frontenac  7 

Man falls down Sainte-Anne Falls 8 

Baseball Hall of Fame 9 

Crystal Bridges in Bentonville 10-12 

Walmart Museum in Bentonville 13-16 

Corvette Show  17-18 

Ride to Izzy’s in Little Rock 19 

Chapter Ed 20-21 

Sep 2016 

Now that we're both retired, we travel a lot 

more often. Out latest trip was to Colo-

rado.  It was a lot of fun going to places we 

had visited 15 years ago as well as finding 

new adventures along the way. 

  Meeting the Colorado Gold Wingers was 

great - they reminded us of how special 

our AR-E friends have become.  Like many 

of you, we visited distant family members 

this time of the year.  We'll be traveling to 

Virginia right after our Chapter E picnic to 

see my side of the family.  We hope to visit 

with all of you on September 17 at our pic-

nic.  Please join us at Lake Ouachita at the 

Avery  Pavilion.  The meeting will start at 

11:00am and the picnic afterwards.   



 
 
August 
Aug 18-21 - Music, Mountains and Motorcycles – Mount View 
AR - Dennis Van Leeuwen 
(Leave in morning and return in the evening (day trip only) 
Aug 8–14 – Sturgis Motorcycle Rally – Sturgis, SD  
Aug 31–Sep 3 – Wing Ding Billings, MT 
 
 September 
Aug 31–Sept 3 - Wing Ding – Billings, MT 
Sep 2-3 – Hot Springs Motorcycle Rally – Hot Springs, AR 
Sep 10 AR-B Rally, Lake Fort Smith State Park - Mountain-
burg, AR 
Sep 24 or Oct 1– AR-D Rally Lake Frierson State Park – 
Jonesboro AR 
Sep 21-24 – Bikes Blues and BBQ – Fayetteville, AR  
Sep 17 Chapter E Picnic/Meeting - Avery Pavilion-Lake 
Ouachita     
Sep 29- Oct 1 - AR-D Rally - Lake Frierson State Park, Jones-
boro, AR  
October 
Oct 8 - Arkansas District Picnic, Burns Park Pavilion, N. Little 
Rock ,Interstate 40, Ext 150  
Oct 15 - Progressive Biker Brunch 
Oct (TBD) - AR-K Rally (Location TBD) 
Oct 13-16 – Daytona Biketoberfest – Don Hewett (non 
GWRRA) 
Oct 21-23 - Region H Fall Foliage Ride - Meet at Baymount 
Inn, Hot springs Friday night, kick stands up 8:00am Saturday 
morning. 
November 
Nov 1-3- Leaf Peeping - Eureka Springs, AR  
Nov 11 - Flags at Cedarvale Cemetery, 7:00am put, 4:00pm 
take down 
 
December 
Dec (TBD) - Chapter E Christmas Party Jean Penuell 
Dec (TBD) District Christmas Party  
Dec (TBD) – Salvation Army Bell Ringers - Mike and Sue 

Sep2016 
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Look at all those orange shirts 

It started raining pretty heavily 
as we listened to Tom give his 
Safety speech. 

Tom, our Chapter Educator, has 
his audience glued to his every 
word 



Angie, our Director, is AL-
WAYS smiling! 



Buster, our District Educator, 
came to our meeting & gave us 
the Co-Rider class.   
23 of our members stayed for 
the class which was EXCEL-
LENT! 
Buster’s friend who is an x-ray 
technician gave him an inter-
esting sceen wallpaper. 

Sylvia was busy try-
ing to figure out how 
to text. 
 
(Haha) 

Look at how attentive Chapter E 
is!! 
 
 



These photos are from Quebec City which is the Capitol of the Province of Quebec. The 
city was founded in 1608. These pictures are typical city shots. The primary language is 
French but most everyone speaks English. In the museums where there are information 
plaques they are in French and English. My concern was that if you didn't speak French 
you would have problems. I had no such problems. When I would greet someone in Eng-
lish they would switch to English. I had no problems in ordering food, tickets or anything. 

 

Written By Steve Didion 



Chateau Frontenac opened in 
1893. It is recognized as the 
most photographed hotel in the 
world. It sits atop a 177 ft hill 
overlooking the city and the St. 

Lawrence river. 

Written By Steve Didion 



These are photos of Canyon 
Sainte-Anne. It lies mid way 
between Quebec City and 
Charlevoix. It's about 30 min 
east of Quebec City. This 
water fall is 243 ft. high 
which is higher than Niagara 
Falls. The brown color is 
from acids and various met-
als in the soil which occurs 
along the Canadian range.  

 

Written By Steve Didion 



Cooperstown NY - Baseball Hall of Fame. 
In 1939 a local businessman started the hall as a 
way to bring tourist to the town which had been 
hit hard by the Great Depression. Today it's the 
major repository for related artifacts, and honors 
players, managers and those who have served 
t h e  g a m e . 
 

Some old gear. Since I was a catcher in High 
school & in Legion ball I found this display very 
i n t e r e s t i n g . 

 
Here is a picture of Steve Didion when 
he played for the Minor League, the 

Batavia Muckdogs, in Batavia ,NY. 

He had a groin injury and had to retire 

early. 

(Haha) 

Written By Steve Didion 



Don & I went on a trip to Rogers, AR for a Corvette Auto Show.  While we were there, we visited 
the Crystal Bridges Museum, the Walmart Museum and the Car Show.  The following pages show 

some of the art work at the museum.   Written by Valerie Hewett 



One of the new exhibits 
is the Frank Lloyd Wright 
House that was brought 
from Wisconsin to the 
Museum last year.  It is a 
very small house and the 
hallways are very very 
narrow so you could not 
be overweight living in 

this house 





Walmart is very good about returning merchandise.  Here are some of the reasons people returned 

their items they bought. 

This tennis racket didn’t 
help me improve my 
game, so I had to return 

it. 

This electric mixer is 
possessed by something 
that makes strange 

noises. 

This clock could not 
keep time even though I 
tried to change the 
hands on it.  The hands 
kept going back to the 
original time over and 

over again. 





One of Walmart’s finest customers 





Don & I just joined the National Park Corvette Club in Hot Springs.  We had never  
gone to a Car Show because we did not want to clean the car as much as we heard  

that the owners clean them.   They are proud Corvette owners.  

The first  step is to clean your car.   

The second step is to clean your car.   



The third step is to dis-

play your car.  

The fourth step is to 
walk around & look at 
the other cars & see 
what extra stuff they 
have that you should 

buy. 

The fifth step is to sit 
down & visit & talk 

about your cars. 

Oh, I forgot, the last 
step is to see how your 

car placed in the show 



On Thurs Nov 1, Steve Romine, Tom Harrison & Don & Valerie took a ride to Little Rock.  I guess 
people thought it was going to rain because there were only 3 bikes.  The weather was great.  It 
was cloudy and cool which makes for a very nice bike ride. 
I had not been to Izzy’s in a couple of years so I forgot how good it was.   
I had a chicken salad sandwich, Don had a Reuben, Steve had a chicken salad salad, and Tom had 
a grilled chicken salad.  All was good and came with healthy portions. 
Steve liked it so much that he took a picture of the food and said he was coming back soon with 
Jonelle, his wife. 
We had a sweet waitress, Melissa Rackley,  who kept asking us if everything was alright.  Since 
she was so sweet, I took a picture of her and Steve. 
After I told her this would be on our web site that gets visited by over 1,300 people per month, she 
got nervous.  She had never had her picture on the internet and was going to tell all her friends to 
look at it.  I guess this month, the count will be over 1301.  



Motorcycle Maintenance Pays Dividends 
By Tom Harrison Chapter AR-E Educator 

 
My Grandfather rode over one million Harley Davidson factory certified miles on his company supplied 
sidecars in his career spanning from 1919 to 1965.  I don’t remember him ever having a machine break-
down or part failure putting him in danger.  Here are a few things I learned from him and by doing internet 
research: 
 
A motorcycle is designed as a complete package with careful consideration given to everything from tire 
fitment to exhaust engineering.  For instance, as a boy, I removed the muffler from my 165cc Harley be-
cause I thought it make it sound and run better.  When he came to visit, I was amazed by the engineering 
drawings he showed me that documented the “tuned” exhaust on that machine.  As it turned out, the back 
pressure and shape of the muffler resulted in a shock wave arriving at the exhaust port and precisely the 
right time to prevent incoming fuel from flowing directly out the exhaust (2 cycle engine).   Back pressure 
and shock wave timing are also in play on four stroke engines. 
 
Now, let’s look at common mistakes I see riders make maintaining their motorcycles and what the poten-
tial impact it could be: 
 
1) For the 1800 Honda Goldwing, follow the maintenance schedule found on our website - http://
www.eaglewingschaptere.org. 
 
2) When choosing engine oil and filters, use Honda OEM parts or do substantial research to make sure 
what you chose is compatible to your motorcycle.  Many automotive oils ARE NOT compatible with motor-
cycles because of detergents.   Also, many aftermarket oil filters are bad!!   Jay at John’s Honda cut 6 dif-
ferent oil filters in half.  I was shocked at how bad some of them are.  Since an oil filter has a bypass valve 
that is sometime open when the weather is cold, you might be bypassing dirty oil through your engine 
even when the engine has warmed up.  For Arkansas, I would recommend using SAE 10W-40 oil even 
though the manual says SAE 10W-30 because is protects for a wider ranges of temperatures. 
 
RECOMMENDED ENGINE OIL: Pro Honda GN4 4-stroke oil (U.S.A. and Canada) or equivalent motor oil 
API service classification: SG or Higher JASO T 903 standard: MA Viscosity: SAE 10W-30 
 
3) When you change spark plugs, MAKE SURE THE DEALER installs the standard heat range of plug 
unless you plan to ride in very cold climates are at very high speeds.  I have had dealers install the wrong 
heat range AND NOT KNOW THE DIFFERENCE!!!  The wrong heat range can damage the engine. 
 
RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUGS: Standard: BKR6E-11 (NGK), K20PR-U11 (DENSO) For cold climate 
(below 5 C/41 F): BKR5E-11 (NGK), K16PR-U11 (DENSO) For expected high speed riding: BKR7E-11 
(NGK), K22PR-U11 (DENSO) 

http://www.eaglewingschaptere.org
http://www.eaglewingschaptere.org


Motorcycle Maintenance Pays Dividends 
By Tom Harrison Chapter AR-E Educator 

 
4) Always use motorcycle tires with the proper speed rating on you motorcycle (except trikes).   The Gold-
wing rim and virtually all motorcycle rims are design differently from car rims, and the fitment is not good.  
Also, with a car tire, after 8 degrees of lean, you are riding on the sidewalls and in imminent danger of 
crashing……….particularly on wet pavement.   Properly inflated motorcycle tires are designed to provide 
a tire patch up to 45 degrees of lean which is far safer.  Finally, like it or not, Goldwing tires generally lose 
1 to 2 lbs of air per week.  Nitrogen does NOT seem to solve this problem but in some cases helps. If you 
over or under inflate tires, it causes uneven wear, premature replacement, and changes in handling. 
 
5) Change brake and clutch hydraulic fluid on the recommended cycle.  Hydraulic fluid absorbs moisture.  
The Goldwing has a valve in the brake lines that sends more pressure to the front brakes under hard 
braking conditions.  If old hydraulic fluid rusts this valve, it will not function properly.   Trike riders need to 
check with the agent who did their conversion to determine if the compensator valve is still in the system.  
 
6) Use Honda OEM replacement brake pads.  If you held brand X or cheaper versions in comparison to 
OEM pads, the difference is often dramatic.   
 
7)  Changing air filtration and exhaust systems on any motorcycle can cause damage unless the elec-
tronic ignition is remapped or for nonfuel injected engines, the fuel jets are changed in accordance with 
quality engineering studies.   For Goldwing air filters, you should use the OEM air filter or a proven re-
placement that has pasted engineering standards e.g. K&N 
 
8) Deer whistles DO NOT WORK!!!  A number of University studies have shown that deer have the same 
hearing range as people.  If we can’t hear a whistle, than the deer sure can’t. 
 
9) Trike riders should NEVER aggressively use the engine for braking their machine.  This subjects that 
transmission and drive train to stresses it was never designed to withstand. 
 
10) You bike should be equipped with a conveyance for carrying liquids, first aid kit, sun tan lotion and UV 
screener lip balm.  Carrying a rain suit Is optional. 
 
In summary, Honda assigned the world class road racing engineering team to design, build and test the 
new Honda 1800 Goldwing.  Unless you believe you know more than them, I would strongly recommend 
that you follow their maintenance schedule and not use inferior substitute products.  In some cases, there 
is strong scientific research supporting alternative products e.g. K&N oil and air filters.  Some people be-
lieve that if they use products touted as being superior to OEM that they can go longer intervals between 
maintenance.  I recommend against this and believe that the service manual should be treated as the au-
thority. 


