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Oct  2017 

   On 1 October 2002, Chapter E received its 
charter and  designation from GWRRA. The 
designation for the chapter was Region H, 
Chapter AR-E.  This was 15 years ago.  Of 
the original 10 charter members, the four re-
maining are Dan and Sylvia Gruben, Rick 
Hiemenz and Jim Russell.  Since Chapter E 
is the southern most chapter in Arkansas, 
we have 114 GWRRA members from cities 
such as Mena, Alexandra,  DeQueen, El Do-
rado, Kirby, Bauxite, Hope, Murfreesboro, 
Texarkana , Midway, Benton and Sheridan 
and of course Hot Springs and Hot Springs 
Village.  I want to share an article written by 
Deputy Director, Jack Wagner.  His article 
addresses membership with GWRRA.  He 

states:   

“Have you met someone who would be a 

good fit for our chapter but doesn't ride a 

Goldwing.  Did a GWRRA member sell their 

Goldwing and either quit riding or purchase 

another brand of motorcycle.  Encourage 

them to join.  Most of us know there are two 

categories of GWRRA membership, Full 

Members and Associate Members  

.  To be a full member one must own a 
Goldwing or Valkyrie motorcycle.  As-
sociate members are those who either 
own another brand of motorcycle, or 
maybe no motorcycle at all, but are still 
interested in being part of GWRRA be-
cause of all it offers.  Both can partici-
pate equally in any and all activities at 
all levels with the exception that Asso-
ciate Members cannot become Direc-
tors or Assistant Directors (at any 
level).” 
We have a new Director of GWRRA and 
changes are coming by January 2018. 
 

Dan and Angie Drennon 



 

ACTIVITIES FOR 2017 

 
 
October 
9-5  Chapter E Picnic - Lake Ouachita 
 
November 
10/31-11/2  Leaf Peeping Trip - Eureka Springs, 
AR 
11/11  Flags at Cedarvale Cemetary, 7:00am put up, 
4:00pm take down 
 
December 
12/5  Chapter E Christmas Party at Johanna’s De-
soto  
10/5  Arkansas District Picnic 
TBA  Salvation Army Bell Ringers 
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Dan & Angie Drennon  

 
Assistant Chapter Di-
rectors 
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Oct 2017 

MTE at Home Plate 
Nice smiles 

What a handsome bunch of GoldWingers 



Oct 2017 

When Glen became famous, he built his Mother a new house.  He also 
added a bathroom to the church. 
She told him that she had to go home to go to the bathroom because the 
church did not have one. 
Below is the house he built for his Mother. 



Oct 2017 

About a year ago a number of Goldwingers in our group rode to 
Delight AR where Glen Campbell grew up.  We met his brother, 
John and had a great time listening to his stories of Glen. 
Well, we did the same thing this year only we wanted to visit 
Glen’s gravesite.  Glen was 81 when he died and John is now 86.  
As you can see, John is in very good health and shape 
We passed by John’s house and, of course, he was outside, so we 
stopped.  He remembered us and remembered singing 
“Rhinestone Cowboy” with Valerie.  He loves to talk about Glen 
and the “good ole days”.  John has a set of golf clubs from Presi-
dent Ford.  Glen played golf at a benefit and President Ford gave 
Glen his set of golf clubs.  Glen then gave them to John.  John 
doesn’t play golf.  But, a funny story he told us was that Glen’s 
caddy was sick so Glen asked John to caddy.  John knew nothing 
about golf and the clubs, but agreed to help. 
On a Par 3, Glen asked John to get him a club.  John came back 
with a driver.  Glen asked him how he was going to hit on a Par 3 
with a Driver.  John just told him to hit it straight.  They walked 
back to the cart and got another club.  Glen never asked John to 
caddy for him again. 
 
John told us that all of Hollywood came to his graveside service.  
The police had the town of Delight all closed off. 
The funny story is Glen’s girlfriend Tanya Tucker, who he never 
married, came the day after his memorial because Glen’s wife did 
not like her  (wonder why???) 
Valerie and John sang “Rhinestone Cowboy” again. 
Then, we drove to Glenn’s graveside.  The gravesite is for the 
whole Campbell family. The Cambell family had a total of 10 chil-
dren.  6 boys and 4 girls.  2 died at childbirth.   









Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum and lighthouse in Whitefish Point MI. The picture below is the light-

house. 

Scale model of the ship is below. The ship has not been raised but they did go down and retrieve the 

bell. They put back a new bell with the name of the men that lost there lives. 

By Steve Didion 



This is the actual bell from the 
Edmund Fitzgerald.   
 
Don’t you just LOVE that 
song!! 

This is the lens and light 
from a lighthouse. 



Going through the Soo Locks from Lake 
Superior to Lake Heron. 1st pic shows 
the locks closed. The ship goes into the 
locks, water fills the locks (21 feet). 2nd 
pic shows the locks starting to open & 
the 3rd pic the locks are open and the 

ship can enter Lake Heron. 

 Mackinaw Bridge.  The entire bridge is 
approx 5 miles long. I crossed yesterday 
to the U.P. of Michigan.  
 

Picures by Steve Didion 



Automobile Museum in Tupelo MS. 
This is a private collection which is excellent. 
1948 Tucker. The tan car pictured, but a blue one, the same year, recently sold for $2.5 mil-
lion  

1915 Studebaker  

1933 Morgan 3 wheeler. Currently being produced with a motorcycle engine for over $50k. 

Pictures by Steve Didion 













                                    

 

 

                                   The Ghost of Babe Ruth 

 By Tom Harrison 

 

On a recent ride, we visited an historic spot in the parking lot of Weyerhaeuser’s headquar-

ters’ parking lot.   They placed a home plate to commemorate a sports first.  The story is 

shown below.  Before reading that, ask yourself, doesn’t Dennis Van Leeuwen bear a striking 

resemblance to the Babe?? 

Hot Springs, Arkansas 

On St. Patrick's Day 1918, Babe Ruth was pitching in a Spring Training game in Hot Springs. 

The team needed someone to bat, and Babe -- who wasn't considered a hitter -- promptly 

belted a pitch over the fence, out of the ballpark, across the street, over a wall, and into far-

thest pond of the neighboring Hot Springs Alligator Farm. It changed Babe's career, and 

baseball in general, since no one had ever imagined that a ball could be hit that far. 

Exactly how far was unknown until 2011, when modern technology concluded that the ball 

traveled 573 feet on the fly (It helped that the alligator pond had remained unchanged through 

all those years). The spot formerly occupied by home plate was marked on the parking lot 

where the ballpark used to stand, a historical marker was erected across the street outside 

the alligator farm wall, and there's a sign inside the gator farm where the ball landed.  No one 

prior to this had ever hit a baseball 500 feet! 



Possibly the most recognizable "unique" dining facility in Arkansas, this roadside oddity was 
built in 1966, inspired by a giant orange restaurant in Fresno, CA circa 1950s. The menu features 
hamburgers, hot dogs, chili dogs, salad bar and dinner specials.  Originally named "The Big Or-
ange," which was later upgraded to "Mammoth Orange." Built in 1966. 
OLD, and Small, but food was good. 
All in all a very good ride for August.  Good Roads, cool weather and A GOOD ROAD Captain 

 
By Steve Rowmine 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This year I rode my 800 cc M50 Suzuki from HSV to our lake home near the Canadian border in 
northern Minnesota - 1,191 miles.  I’ve attached a picture from my son Jack’s house in Des 
Moines where I spent an evening.  Our lake home is only accessible by water - no roads - so the 
the bike remains parked under a cover in the parking lot of the marina where the road ends and 
from which we take a boat to our place.  It was a fun trip - no rain the whole way.  But it may take 

the rest of the summer before I can sit comfortably again.  See you folks in mid-September.    

By John Bowers 



 
Safety Education Pays Big Dividends 
Tom Harrison – Chapter E Educator 

 
 

People ask me periodically how I keep from burning out as 
Chapter Educator.  My predecessor warned me that I would at 
best make it two years in the job.  I would like to answer this 
question 3 ways.   
 
        First, was an experience I had after hiring in with DuPont 
as an Auditor.  DuPont prided itself on it’s world class safety record and required mandatory at-
tendance at Safety meetings.  I found myself deeply disappointed in their programs and kept 
saying to myself, “That’s obvious, do they think I am stupid?”   About a year into my employ-
ment, I was invited to attend a party given by the Belle Plant Construction group celebrating 
1,000,000 exposure hours without an injury.  The Field Project manager addressed the group and 
said, “Had we been at industry averages for the type of construction we do, we would have had 
22 injuries and two deaths in a million hours.”  This hit me like a ton of bricks!  I then realized 
that I had been wearing safety glasses in the garage at home and working safer than previously 
without being consciously aware of it.   I came to the conclusion that AWARENESS not newness 
that is the most important element of a safety program.   
 
 Second, as I researched and presented safety programs and articles to Chapter E, I no-
ticed a big difference in how I was riding and avoiding close calls using techniques I had been 
teaching.   I have gone so long without a close call that it drives me to do even better.   
 
 Third, and most important, is feedback from Chapter E membership.  Members have re-
layed to me instances where they used something I taught to avoid an accident.  This feedback 
was important to me to determine if I was on the right track.  We like to think we see ourselves 
clearly but we seldom do.  Based on 7 years of feedback, I believe I have saved at least one 
member from a painful injury or death.  This makes the effort put into Safety well worth it. 

Now that we will no longer have a Chapter Educator, I challenge each one of you to become a 

student of safety and take the time to read safety articles and take safety course.  Without excep-

tion, experienced riders tell me they learn something new in every class they take even if it is a 

repeat.   The picture is my first trike which I still have – better mileage than a Goldwing trike! 


