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Happy New Year 

As we begin a new year, Angie and I look for-
ward to serving the membership of GWRRA, 
Chapter E for another year.  We will cotinue to 
meet at The DeSoto Club on the third Saturday 
of each month.  The only exception will be 
when we have our chapter picnic and Christ-

mas party. 

As we move into the new year, there are goals 
and resolutions that we all hope to achieve.  A 
new year means a new beginning and a chance 
to live our lives to the fullest.  Angie and I will 
be hosting a planning meeting at our house in 
January.  We will go over the planning calendar 
I have prepared and include it in the next news-

letter and on the calendar page of our web site. 

It has been a year now that  the chapter has 
been without a "Couple of the Year".  Those 
who we have asked in the past have declined 
the position and there have been no volunteers.  
This is not a difficult job.  The only requirement 
is that you assume responsibility of 50/50 that 
we conduct each month.  There are various rea-
sons to have a "Couple of the Year" and we 

would be glad to discuss them with you. 

 

Also, there is a need for an "Assistant 
Chapter Director".   Our chapter needs 
someone who will step up to the plate 
in 2018 and assume the position of 

Chapter Director when our tenure is up.   

If anyone is interesting in these posi-
tions, please let me or Angie know.  
Volunteering doesn’t have to involve a 
long-term commitment or take a huge 

amount of time out of your busy day.  

We hope everyone has a very Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Dan and Angie Drennon 
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Make it a New Year’s Commitment!!! 
 
New Year’s Day is the time when people make resolutions.   Unfortunately the 
word resolution is often defined as “wishful thinking about something I know 
I really should do but probably won’t”.   Well, I would like to suggest that for 
the sake of yourself and your families that you make a commitment to safety 
for the New Year.  I propose that your commitment contains the following ele-
ments: 
 Take steps to improve your health through diet and exercise.  Yes, I re-
alize that I sound like a hypocrite but I have already started taking steps to 
lose weight and improvement my fitness for riding.    
 Take the winter months as a time to tweak the maintenance on your mo-
torcycle and get it into top notched riding condition.  For instance, why is it 
that every bike I check as a dry radiator reservoir??   You put a ton of money 
into your ride, take the time to keep it running in top notch safe condition.   If 
you don’t know how to do something, ask someone or check YouTube or 
consult the Goldwing maintenance manual. 
 Renew your rider education.   Riding a motorcycle is like playing golf, 
bad habits creep into your game and skill sets become stale.  In particular, if 
you have an area of riding that you struggle with, seek out expert advice and 
practice until you are comfortable.  Maintaining 360 degree vision/awareness 
and learning to ride curves well are critical to riding in Arkansas.  As Educa-
tor, my awareness, enjoyment and safety have ALL increased substantially 
by thinking through and preparing newsletter articles. 
 Check your safety equipment with a critical eye and with the ongoing 
thought of “what is my fanny worth??”   A dear friend of mine gave me Hell 
once for pinching pennies on health care.  He told me to pinch pennies eve-
rywhere EXCEPT healthcare.  He was right and the same is true for motorcy-
cle protective equipment.   
 Obviously, everyone can choose to do what they want.   But as part of 
my extended family, I do NOT want to lose any of you because of something 
that could have been prevented.                                                                                                    



By: Jack Wagner  Deputy Director 
 Region H Trainer 

I Like Being Different 

 

Those who know me will certainly agree with this month's article title as I do like being dif-
ferent – from my bike to my other vehicles or some of the things I enjoy doing.  But that's 
not what this month's article is about.  Its about GWRRA being different from other motor-
cycle organizations, or clubs.  One of my pet peeves is when people refer to their  GWRRA 
Chapter as 'our club'.  I know they do it out of affection and belonging, not understanding 
the organizational meaning of the term 'club.  But GWRRA is not a club.  The term 'club' re-
fers to an organizational structure - one where officers are elected by popular vote; one 
where motions are made, debated and voted on; where the majority rules; where as many 
as 49% of club members are unhappy 100% of the time.   
 
That is not the GWRRA way.  Our officers are volunteers who are 'selected' based on quali-
fications and desire, not 'elected' by popular vote or campaigning for office.  Decisions are 
made based on the desires of the Members with input from everyone.  We don't have 
'power struggles' or 'empire building', rather we base what we do on the wants and needs 
of all of the Members.  The GWRRA chapter format is more flexible and less formal than a 
club format.  It is part of something bigger, international in scope, with common purposes 
throughout, whereas clubs are more local and their purpose or vision 'blurry' at best.  In 
GWRRA Members are free to participate where, and as much, as they like.  Club members 
on the other hand are often told where they can belong and frequently told they have to 
participate in 'x' number of events to remain as members. 
 
Sometimes, less-informed chapter participants will try to lead the chapter into the 'club' 
format of operation. It’s the responsibility of GWRRA Officers to work together and retain 
the non-political, non-club environment in the chapter. If this becomes a problem in your 
Chapter, there are other members of the Operations Team who will be able to assist you.  
For more information on the differences between a 'club' and GWRRA, check out page B-3 
of the Officer Handbook at http://gwrra.org/oconnect/officerhandbook.html 
 
 

Yes, GWRRA is different – and I like it! 
 

The more you know, the better it gets! 
 

Jack 
 

http://gwrra.org/oconnect/officerhandbook.html


Ride Safe and Ride Often 
Vicki and Richard Austin 

District Directors 

 

Hello! Vicki and I hope everybody is doing well. We hope everybody had a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!! 
 
  The district Christmas Party at Corky’s Bar B Q in North Little Rock was a 
good time for all that attended. The food was great and the dirty Santa was 
fun also. Jim Berry was there and he gave Keith and Mary Jo Cooper the 
award from Wing Ding. They received the award for Chapter Directors of 
the year. Great job!!!  
 
This year’s paper work meeting will be at Conway Middle School on Janu-
ary 21

st
. We will meet at 9:00am and we hope to be done by noon.   

 

We have the dates set for our District Rally next year. It will be on July 14
th

 

and 15
th

. It will be at the Inn of the Ozark in Eureka Springs. They have a 

nice Convention Center at the hotel so when you get at the hotel you do 

not have to go anywhere else if you don’t want to. They have a good res-

taurant at the hotel (Myrtle Mays). They have a big swimming pool and 

other things to do. The trolley that goes downtown stops there, so if you 

decide to go downtown you can take the trolley so you don’t have to look 

for a parking spot.  

They have told us that we can have light parade that will take us thru the 

downtown area. So please mark your calendars and please plan to attend.  

 


