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Facts about irish Americans 
 

 There are 37.million US resi-
dents with Irish ancestry.  This 
number is more than 7 times the 
population of Ireland itself. 

 
 23% of the residents in MA are 

Irish 
 
 There are currently 144,588 cur-

rent US residents who were 

born in Ireland 
 
 44% of people with Irish ances-

try live in the NE 
 
 Irish is the nation’s second most 

frequently reported ancestry, 
ranking behind Germany 

 
 Irish ranks among the top 5 na-

tionalities in 48 states. 
  
 253 Irish-born men have re-

ceived “The Medal of Honor” 
 
 There are 16 cities/towns 

named “Dublin” in the US. 
 
 



ACTIVITIES FOR 2017 

 
April 
4/4  Missouri District Spring Fling - Inn at Grand   
  Glaize, 5142 Osage Beach Parkway, Osage  
4/20 - 4/23 Wild Hog Music Festival and Motorcycle  
  Rally - Helena AR. 
4/27 - 4/29 Region H Rally - Marshall Texas Civic Center, 
  2501 East End Blvd. S.    
  Marshall Texas 
 
May 
TBA  Hub Trip - Eureka Springs, AR Don 
5/29  Flags at Cedarvale Cemetary, 7:00am put up,        
  4:00pm take down  Dan Gruben 
5/18 - 5/20 Texas District Rally - MPEC and Expo Center, 
  1000 5th St. Wichita  Falls,  TX 
 
June 
6/01 - 6/-03 Missouri District Rally - Angel Inn, Southern 
Oaks Inn) 3295 and 3311                Shepard 
of the Hills Expressway Branson, Missouri 
6/04  Peak to Peak Poker Run - Queen Wilhelmina 
State Park, 3877 Hwy 88                W. Mena 
AR (Queen Wihelmina State Park to Mount Magazine) 
6/10  Hot Springs Village Triathlon Swim, Run and 
Bike, Lake Balboa      Recreation 
area, 500 Ponce De Leon Drive,  Hot Springs Village  
6/23 - 6/24 Kansas District Rally - Atrium Hotel & Con-
ference Center 1400 N.     
 Lorraine Street Hutchinson Kansas 

6/23 - 6/25 Hot Springs Motorcycle Weekend 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Chapter Director  
Dan & Angie Drennon  

 
Assistant Chapter Di-
rectors 

Vacant 
 

Treasurer 
Sue Zagorski 

 
Chapter Education 

Tom Harrison 
 

Newsletter/Webmaster 
   Valerie Hewett 

 
Ride Coordinator 

Skip Klink 
 

Membership Enhance-
ment 

Don  Hewett 
 

Sunshine Person 
Mona Harrison 

 
Quarter Master 

Richard Penuell 
    

 Meet to Eat  
Jean Penuel 

 
Couple of the Year 
 Dan & Sylvia 
 Gruben 
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July 

7/14 - 7/15 Arkansas District Rally - Best Western Inn of Ozark, 207 W. Van  
    Buren, Eureka Springs, AR 
 
August 
8/5 - 8/12 Sturgis Motorcycle Rally - Sturgis, SD 
8/19 - 8/20 Music. Mountain and Motorcycles - Mountain View AR. 
8/29 - 9/2 GWRRA Wing Ding 39 - Gaylord Texan Resort and Convention    
  Center, 1501 Gaylord Trail,  Grapevine, Texas 
 
September 
9/20 - 9/23 Bikes, Blues and BBQ - Fayetteville, AR 
9/28 - 9/30 Oklahoma District Rally - Muskogge Civic Center, 425 Boston Street,   
  Muskogee, Ok 
TBA  Hot Springs Motorcycle Rally 
TBA  Arkansas District Picnic 
9/09  Chapter E Progressive Dinner Ride 
TBA  Arkansas Hog Rally - Hot Springs, AR 
 
October 
TBA  Chapter E Picnic - Lake Ouachita 
 
November 
TBA  Leaf Peeping Trip - Eureka Springs, AR 
11/11  Flags at Cedarvale Cemetary, 7:00am put up, 4:00pm take down 
 
December 
12/5  Chapter E Christmas Party at Johanna’s Desoto  
TBA  Arkansas District Picnic 
TBA  Salvation Army Bell Ringers 
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Tom Harrisoin lead us on a ride to Mena to see the “Traveling Vietnam Wall”.  There are 
58,315 names on the Wall, 8 are Women.  The Wall is 250 ft long.  It is in sequence by 
year.  They do have an alphabetical list available at the Information Center.  Those sol-
diers who are MIA or POW are designated with a cross.  There are still 1600 service 
members unaccounted for from the Vietnam War.  There have been NO MIA’s or 
POW”S that have been found to date.  You can go to vvmf.org for more info. 
Vvmf means Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund. 
 

THE WALL THAT HEALS 

Rick Hiemenz & Gerri 
Erwin 



The following people are friends and relatives of the people on the Wall. 
 

                                                    

                                             Next door neighbor of Peggy Helmer from Alliance, NE, Ronald Coker. 
    He died saving his fellow Marines on March 24, 1969.  He was   
    awarded the Medal of Honor Posthumously for his heroic actions. 

Tom Harrison’s friend, Leroy Katterhenry , was my best friend my 
senior year of high school in Columbus Ohio.   Leroy was killed on 
patrol with less than 2 weeks left in his tour.  They should have never 

sent him out.  He had just been on R&R and purchased   

Patrick O’Neill travels around the nation displaying The Wall 40 wks 

out of the year.  It goes to each state at least once. 

 THE WALL THAT HEALS 





You never know what is lurking in 
all those daffodils 





Although this was not a GWRRA function, I thought that everyone would like to see “The Shortest” St 
Patrick’s Day Parade in the world.  It is in Hot Springs on “the shortest” street in AR,  Bridge St.    

 

Cathe Carr’s St Bernard, 
Bailey,was Irish on St 

Patty’s Day. 
Just a Puppy at 200 lbs 

Has anyone 
seen Elvis?? 





I have no idea 
what this is 













Solvang, which is North & West of LA. Is a city made up of bakeries, restaurants and mer-
chants who offer a Danish flavor to their food.  
 
The vintage motorcycle museum is privately owned and has some very rare bikes.  
 
This is a 1932 Brought Superior  
 
This is a 1921 Mars 1000 reproduction. There are 2 drive chains to the rear wheel with different 
sprockets. One for low and one for high. The Mars was mfg in Germany and there are very few origi-
nals.  



I saw this picture on Pinterest  and wanted to try a mosaic picture that would chal-
lenge me.  I used an overhead projector to trace the pattern onto a poster board and 
then taped it to the back of the window.  I then cut each piece of glass to the size I 
needed and glued each piece to the window.  I started on this right after Christmas 
and finished it just a couple weeks ago.  There is a place in Hot Springs on Malvern 
called " Mosaic Madness" that I go to.  The owner, Alice Franke has been a big help.  
Anyone can do this and it is a great place to take you grandkids when they come to 

visit. 

WRITTEN AND DONE BY STEPHANIE CATLETT 



Great Riders have Trained Eyes 
 

All great motorcycle riders have trained their vision.   Here 
are some aspects and examples: 
Tunnel Vision: When you are out for a ride, you need to train 
your eyes to provide a “Cinerama” view of what is ahead.   To 
do this, we must not allow ourselves to develop “tunnel vi-
sion” and focus on too narrow of a view.   Road conditions 
should be old news by the time your motorcycle arrives at 
that location.  
Peripheral vision: 
 They need to train their peripheral vision to watch for motion off to each side of the high-
way e.g. animal movement, cars approaching on a side road, etc.   
Cover 360 Degrees: 
Great riders frequently check their rear view mirrors for what is going on behind them.  
This is particularly critical to ensure that tailgating or aggressive drivers are spotted and 
avoided (pull off the road or wave them around!).   You need to maintain a 360 degree 
open buffer around your motorcycle. 
Not overriding your line of sight:   You need to know how must distance you need to 
safely stop your motorcycle when riding solo and with a passenger.  If the distance you 
can see ahead is less than the required distance, you are overriding your line of sight.   
For instance, there are sharp uphill roads in Hot Springs Village that have an intersection 
at the top.  To keep your line of sight requires slowing down below the posted speed 
limit.   
Look ahead, not down! :  This applies whether you are riding highways or parking lots.  It 
is particularly critical in curves where you need to be looking as far through the curve as 
possible to determine the exit point in that curve and detect hazards well in advance.   
Protect your eyes:  You wear impact resistant lenses and/or a face shield??  Ideally either 
should be equipped with auto darkening and/or UV protection.   Are you prepared to deal 
with rain?  This is a matter of picking the correct helmet and adjusting your windshield 
so that your eyes are looking over the top edge (the wind will carry the rain above your 
eyes allowing you to look through clear air instead of a covered windshield. 

 

  



By: Jack Wagner  Deputy Director 
 Region H Trainer 



Hello! Vicki and I hope everybody is doing well.  
 

 We hope that everybody had a HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!!!.  I bought Vicki some nice flow-
ers. Well the weather sure has been different then in the past several years. Vicki and I rode to 
Chapter E Meeting with Chapter C. We had 6 members from chapter c go with us. We had a 
great time and some fellowship. Vicki and I hope that more chapters start to visit other chap-
ters.  
 
Vicki and I have stepped down as chapter C directors and Tim and Bonnie Nagy have stepped 
up. We hope that everybody will congratulate them.  
 
 St. Patrick day parade in Little Rock is on March the 11th. Since they started the parade the 
Goldwing’s have led the way. Vicki and I with other members have been riding in the parade 
the last six years. Some of the others have been riding in the parade since it started. We would 
like to see as many of the Goldwing’s members to ride this year. We will meet at 3rd and Rock 
Street in Little Rock around 10am. The parade starts at 1:00 but we get there early so we can be 
sure to get in front of the Harley Riders and to decorate our bikes. We throw beads and candy 
to the kids. After the Parade we get together and eat pizza at US Pizza in Levy.  If you can make 
it, we sure would like to see you there.  
 
We are still looking for some District Team members. We need an Asst. District Director, a Dis-
trict MEC and a District Newsletter Editor. If you have an interest in any of these please let 
know and we do what we can to answer any questions.  
 
Our District Rally is in Eureka Springs at the Inn of the Ozarks. The theme of the rally is Riding 
the Hills. The date of the rally is July 14 and 15. We are going to have venders and games. We 
are going to have guided rides and a great light show. So mark your calendars and plan on at-
tending. If you want to volunteer and help with putting on the rally let us know.  
 
The rally season is going to start off with Louisiana Rally. It is March 30th thru April 1st. It is in 
Lafayette at the Ramada Inn. This is a great rally and we always have a good time every time 
we go there. The next rally is in Marshall Texas. This is our Region Rally.  It is April 27th thru 
29th.  This is another great rally. If you are interested in any of these rallies, go to our district 
web page and you will find all of the information you need.       

Ride Safe and Ride Often 
Vicki and Richard Austin 

District Directors 

 
 


