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Seasons of Life 
 

 
I’ve been rolling around in my mind ideas for this 
month’s newsletter.  Angie and I attended a funeral 
of a very dear friend and adopted family member in 
Manassas, Virginia the first week of February.  There 
was still evidence of the massive snow storm that hit 
the northeastern part of the country.  As we watched 
it snow on our way back, it reminds me of the cycle 
of life.  Every year has four seasons and every per-
son has seasons within the time span of their life.  
I can’t honestly say I know how the experts define 
seasons of life. But in this moment, I feel aware that 
there are seasons within seasons.  My young neph-
ews visited us just recently and as I watched them 
make their way through their own seasons I was re-
minded of what it is to face the world with wonder; to 
accept each day as a new experience and a call to 
“keep climbing.”  Even when we exercise and eat 
well, we begin to slow down and perhaps can’t quite 
reach the heights of our youth any more.  Yes, health 
conditions can slow us down physically, but we have 
a choice.  If I can look at life through eyes of passion 
and compassion, I do not have to settle into the Fall 
of Life. 
You are probably wondering what does this have to 
do with motorcycles and riding?   I have met people 
who remind me of the fullness of life and I have 
made friends that will last a lifetime. 
I love the sense of dancing with the road on a motor-
cycle and the feeling of being one with the world.  
Even in the chill of winter, the trike in the garage re-
minds me that soon it will warm up and we’ll be on 
the road again.  I can close my eyes and recall the 
motorcycle trip this past July to the Pacific Northwest 
(8400 miles and 32 days) and the wonderful friend-
ships strengthened along the way.  Our trike serves 
as a reminder to me that we do not have to let go of 
things we love just because our bodies are aging.   

We can adapt (hence the trike) and con-
tinue to enjoy the companionship we find 
in the organization called the Gold Wing 
Road Riders Association, and particularly 
Chapter E. 
 
So, take a look at your bike or trike.  See 
if it doesn’t tell you a story about the 
choices you might make and keep riding 
as long as it brings you joy. 
 

Dan Drennon 



April 
Apr 6-13, – 40 To Phoenix (lay over in Conway on 9 April) – 
Dan Gruben 
Apr 15-17 -Rider Education Weekend Course -Conway HS 
Apr (TBD) - F-Troop Motorcycle Safety Awareness 
Apr 21-23 - Wild Hog Music Festival and Bike Rally - Helena, 
AR 
Apr 22-23 - Kansas District Rally, Hutchinson, Kansas 
Apr 27-1 May – Spyderfest 2016 – Springfield, MO 
 
May 
May 7 – Lions Poker Run for Diabetes Awareness – Hot 
Springs Village AR 
May (TBD) – AR-L Rally, Toad Suck Park, Conway, AR 
May 19-21 – Texas District Rally – Temple, Texas (Side trip to 
San Antonio, TX) 
May 26-28 – Arkansas District Rally– Harrison, AR   
May 30 - Flags at Cedarvale Cemetery, 7:00am put, 4:00pm 
take down 
May (TBD) – Flags at Cedarvale Cemetery, (Dan Gruben - 
7:00am put up - 4:00 pm take down 
May (TBD) - The Hub Trip – Eureka Springs  
 
June 
Jun 4 – Peak to Peak Poker Run – Queen Wilhelmina State 
Park 
Jun 23-25 – Arkansas Hog Rally – Hot Springs, Arkansas 
Jun 11 - Triathlon Swim, Cycle, Run – Hot Springs Village - 
Dan Gruben 
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Couple of the Year 



July 
Jul 7-9 - Second Annual Reno Rendezvous, Reno, NV 
 
August 
Aug 18-21 - Music, Mountains and Motorcycles – Mount View 
AR - Dennis Van Leeuwen 
(Leave in morning and return in the evening (day trip only) 
Aug 8–14 – Sturgis Motorcycle Rally – Sturgis, SD  
Aug 31–Sep 3 – Wing Ding Billings, MT 
 
September 
Aug 31–Sept 3 - Wing Ding – Billings, MT 
Sep 2-3 – Hot Springs Motorcycle Rally – Hot Springs, AR 
Sep (TBD) AR-B Rally, Lake Fort Smith State Park - Moun-
tainburg, AR 
Sep 24 or Oct 1– AR-D Rally Lake Frierson State Park – 
Jonesboro AR 
Sep 21-24 – Bikes Blues and BBQ – Fayetteville, AR  
Sep 17 Chapter E Picnic/Meeting  
Sep 29 – Oct 1 - Oklahoma District Rally, Muskogee, OK 
 
October 
Oct (TBD) District Memorial Picnic 
Oct 15 - Progressive Biker Brunch 
Oct (TBD) - AR-K Rally (Location TBD) 
Oct 13-16 – Daytona Biketoberfest – Don Hewett (non 
GWRRA) 
 
November 
Nov 1-3- Leaf Peeping - Eureka Springs, AR  
Nov 11 - Flags at Cedarvale Cemetery, 7:00am put, 4:00pm 
take down 
 
December 
Dec (TBD) - Chapter E Christmas Party Jean Penuell 
Dec (TBD) District Christmas Party  
Dec (TBD) – Salvation Army Bell Ringers - Mike and Sue 
Zagorski 
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Sunrise 
Sunset 

Over Lake Balboa 
 

Taken by New Member 
Brett George 



Dan & Angie and their fa-
vorite waiter, Jorge or 
George.  They frequent 
this restaurant  often. 

Chuck & Sharon Eddy, 
new members.  Traveled 
from Iowa 5 years ago.  
They have 2 girls and 5 
grand children. 
They are going to Lafay-
ette with us to the Cajun 
eatin’ rally 

Valerie was backing out of 
Skip & Joan’s driveway 
when her wheel went into 
the gully.  This big rock 
lodged in the wheel well. 
Oopsie—She told Don who 
was in CO skiing.  Fortu-
nately, his son, John, was 
here and took the tire off 
and the rock fell out. 
 



Visited the General Patton museum the other day coming back from a CA trip. It's lo-

cated at the historic Camp Young which was used during WWII as a training camp for tanks 
and infantry. Gen Patton used this camp to prepare his men for the harsh conditions in North 
Africa. The camp was 18,000 square miles and was the largest of its type in the world. It's now 
mostly torn down but the museum remains dedicated to the thousands of GI's that trained 

h e r e . 

 

Joshua Tree National Park is located 140 miles East of Los Angeles with entrances in 

the towns of Joshua Tree and 29 Palms CA.  In 1936 FDR made it a National Monument and in 
1994 Congress made it a National Park.  It encompasses 792,510 acres in the Colorado and Mo-

jave deserts.  Pictured are some of the interesting rock formations and a cactus garden. 

Written by Steve Didion 



William Randolph Hearst (newspaper tycoon, US Senator) created this Mediterranean 

style retreat on a hill in San Simeon CA overlooking the Pacific Ocean just off Hwy 1.  The 
castle took 28 years to complete and is filled with impressive art and antiques from all over 
the world.  Below are pics looking out towards the Pacific, a portion of the castle and 1 of 
many tapestry's dating to the 1500's. The last pic is of "The Neptune Pool" and was con-
structed between 1924-1936. Randolph Hearst was the grandfather of Patty Hearst who be-
came famous after being kidnapped by the Symbionese Liberation Army.  

 

Written by Steve Didion 



This was taken at a pull out on scenic Hwy 74 in Southern California. It's a twisty ride 

from the bottom of the mountain, over the top and down the other side. Palm Springs in the 
b a c k g r o u n d .   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Written by Steve Didion 

This picture is from the tram going to the top (8516'). It's a 10 min ride and goes 2 1/2 miles. The 
second photo is from the top. We had lunch there before coming back. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Mike Catlett is part of a band called “Common Ground”.  Several of our GWRRA members have gone to 
the various restaurants to hear them.  Recently they tried out to be part of The Arkansas Council. 
Just received this new information today. The Arkansas Arts Council has updated their web site to in-
clude The Common Ground Band for the 2016 calendar year. 
www.Commongroundhsv.com 
  
The  "Common Ground" band was selected as one of the eight bands for the Arkansas Arts on Tour Art-
ist for 2016. This is a grant program through the state of Arkansas to promote the arts throughout the 
state of Arkansas and neighboring states. We auditioned back in November and we were selected in De-
cember and we have been busy recording and setting up promotional material and photo shoots. The 
official contract starts April 1st for 2016 and will run to March 31st of 2017. This is an exciting time for us 
and I wanted to share this news with all my best friends, family, and former band mates who mean so 
much to me. 
  
Here is the Common Ground Band link set up by the Arkansas Arts Council: 
  
  

http://www.arkansasarts.org/aot-artists/common-ground-band 
   
Here is the link to the Arkansas Arts Council which explains the program, the other artist in the program 
and how the program works: 
  
http://www.arkansasarts.org 
 

 

 
 
 
  

  
  

  

http://www.commongroundhsv.com/
http://www.arkansasarts.org/aot-artists/common-ground-band
http://www.arkansasarts.org/


The History of the daffodils in Wye 
 

Don lead a ride to Wye to see the daffodils.  It was a lovely day for a ride and a lovely day to see 
the daffodils at Wye. 
 
The man who sells brownies at the concession stand, has been with the church for over 40 
years. He told me how the daffodils helped build the Wye Methodist Church.  By the way, the 

brownies are “to die for”. 

The daffodils started out as a small section of land.  Since daffodils propagate, the small area 
grew and grew to what your see now.  The  fields were planted in 1948 as a way to make money for 
the church. The women and children in the community would pick Daffodil blooms and put them 
in bundles of a dozen.  Then they would sell them for a half cent. Upon seeing how successful this 
was, they decided that the church members would truck them to Kansas City, Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa as a way to make money for the church. 
 
After seeing how successful this was, the church decided that they wanted to have the people 
come to the church.  That way they would get people to come visit the church and see the daffo-
dils.  Then, hopefully, they would give donations as a way to help the church. 
 

The church has been doing this since 1978.  All the donations from this helped build the Wye 

Methodist Church.    



 
From left to right: Max Marker, 
John Bower, Butch Robbins, 
Joe Dowd & Monica, Valerie & 

Don Hewett, Tom Harrison 

 
Tom’s left side cover fell off 

of his new Gold Wing. 

Don could not believe this, 
so he had to take a closer 

look. 

 

 
Joe Dowd wanted 
to make a state-
ment wearing this 
PINK cap.  We 
couldn’t figure out 
what the state-

ment was, though. 



The pictures below are from a new museum in Scottsdale AZ. The Museum of the West is very well 

done with lots of excellent paintings from a variety of western artists. This museum also has plenty of 

bronze sculptures, displays of saddles, pistols, spurs, saddle bags, dime novels of the period and a 

variety of memorabilia.  TV shows of old westerns play next to the exhibits. The start of the museum 

depicts numerous paints and sculptures of the Lewis and Clark expedition. There are kiosks through-

out the museum that explain the story behind the compositions. All in all a very nice and well pre-

sented museum.  Tle paintings usually have hidden images. Can you spot them in the trees? It's eas-

ier with a photo. In person it's more difficult.  

Written by Steve Didion 



  

Mind over Matter – A Senior’s Approach to Motorcycling 
By Tom Harrison – Chapter E Educator 

 
 

As we grow older, it should come as no surprise that are reflexes aren’t as good, our concentra-
tion has lessened, and we aren’t as strong as we used to be.  Since it is doubtful that numerous 
trips to the gym will restore us to our former glory, a senior must offset those losses by develop-
ing and refreshing our safety knowledge and thought processes.  What we lack in physical tal-
ent, we can more than make up by using our experience and training to it’s full advantage. 
For example, most seniors recognize the benefit of rider education courses.   GWRRA Member-
ship affords us the opportunity to add to and reinforce our riding skills.  Since seniors are more 
than 2.5 more likely to sustain severe injury or die in a crash than a rider under 40, it is even 
more important that we maximize our knowledge.  Here are some opportunities for training: 
Rider Education Weekend, April 15-17 at Conway High School.  This annual event gives GWRRA 
members and associates the opportunity to add to their riding knowledge and skills.  Details of 
courses offered and times may be found on the Arkansas Districts Website.   http://
www.argwrra.org/    Please fill out the registration form and send it with your fee if you are plan-
ning to take a riding course or FA/CPR since trainers need to be scheduled based on class size.  
All non fee course may be attended without prior registration.   I have never heard anyone say 
that they did not learn something from each course they take.   
Levels Program – Sustained commitment to motorcycle education and safety. 
The Education Weekend flyer accessible through the Districts Website http://www.argwrra.org/  
also defines the four steps of the Levels program as discussed at our March Chapter meeting.  
This is GWRRA’s official program to encourage embracing safe riding.  Riders interested in en-
rolling in the Levels program, should take time to familiarize themselves with what courses are 
required to achieve and sustain a given level.  If there are any questions, please feel free to con-
tact me at (501)915-2542.                                                                                                                                                          
  

 

     Hill Climber Statue  
     Harley Davidson Museum 

     Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

http://www.argwrra.org/
http://www.argwrra.org/
http://www.argwrra.org/


By: Jack Wagner  Deputy Director 
 Region H Trainer 

Achieving the Vision continued 
 
Last month we began our exploration of how the elements of the GWRRA Vision statements come into play 
at the Chapter level. Lets continue that journey. The next portion of the Vision statement reads:  
 

GWRRA is a family-oriented, non-religious, non-political association comprised of owners of Honda 
Gold Wing and Valkyrie Motorcycles as well as non-Gold Wing owners, our Associate Members. 
 

The family-oriented part should be obvious.  I frequently see Members bring their children (or grandchildren) 
to Chapter events.  GWRRA Members should conduct themselves in a manner that no one would be embar-
rassed to bring their children/grandchildren along.  Chapter events are usually held at family friendly facilities.   
 
We conduct our 'business' in a non-political environment – no voting; no election of officers; no Robert's Rules 
of Order.  Whenever there is voting there are naturally winners and losers – the 51% rule.  What about the 
Members on the 'losing' side?  Will they go along, or be upset and leave?  What about pressure to vote with 
your friends, even if that's not what you really want?  Do elections produce the best Officer?  Campaigning for 
office brings about favors or promises for votes.  GWRRA appoints their officers based on ability.  When it 
comes to a decision, the Director and his team listen to input from all Members, then make the appropriate 
decision.  Our Chapter gatherings are social events conducted to provide information and FUN – not meet-
ings with formal report-outs and rules of order, motions, etc. 
 
While we are like-minded when it comes to our love of motorcycling, we come from a multitude of back-
grounds.  GWRRA isn't attempting to persuade or dissuade anyone from their religious beliefs – religion is a 
very personal choice, not to be dictated by anyone.  The statement serves only to create an environment 
where no one feels obligated to participate in any religious expression that may make them uncomfortable.  IF 
we were to endorse or practice a particular religion, whose would prevail?  The Director?  What happens 
when a new Director with different beliefs comes in?  There is also potential liability exposure when refusing 
to allow a Member the opportunity to  express an alternate belief.  The best way to satisfy everyone is to ask 
for a moment of silence where all are free to quietly express themselves as they see fit. 
 
Religion and politics can be very polarizing subjects because people have very strong opinions about them. 
My Dad always said not to discuss either when at work or when visiting in someone's home. It shouldn’t have 
to be that way, but it is and until people can let go of the need to be right and believe only their opinions are 
the right ones, these will continue to be very sensitive topics. It can be very hard to change or open your mind 
to a different point of view. 

We're supposed to be having FUN riding our motorcycles, being with our friends and their families.  Anything 
standing in the way of that is something we should all strive to avoid. 
 
There are good reasons for the way things are. The more you know, the better it gets! 



 
Welcome From Your District Directors 

Johnny & Mildred Glasscock, 

 Arkansas District Directors 

870-623-4578 

We want to say THANK YOU to everyone that went to the region rally!!!! Every chapter in Arkan-

sas was represented!!!! Some chapters had a few members presents, some chapters had a lot but 

all that matters is Arkansas was at the Region!! Thank you for all your help with items for the bas-

kets, for working  registration and security. We couldn't do our job without your help.  

 

Arkansas had a great turn out at the Louisiana Rally. Watch the Internet and other district and re-

gion newsletters for pictures, because as always Arkansas had a great time and there will be 

some interesting pictures and not always does what happens in Louisiana stay in Louisiana. 

Thank you for everyone that went.  

 

Congratulations AR-C on becoming Arkansas' first Chapter of the Year!! We are very proud of 

your participation and chapter pride!! Now the challenge is out- who wants to be the next Chapter 

of the Year? Your chapter is already doing everything that is needed to be done, you just need to 

keep records and fill out the paperwork.  

 

We are also proud to announce that there are three chapters that have Chapter couples and even 

better these couples will be participating in the Couple  of the Year selection at the district rally in 

Harrison, AR in May.  

 

Rider Ed weekend is April 15 - 17 in Conway, Arkansas. Registration form and schedule is on the 

district website www.argwrra.org . Please remember the ride courses and CPR require pre-

registration and payment, you will receive some of your money back after completion of the year 

ride course. Any questions just give Buster at call or email. 

 

The district convention is May 26 - 28 in Harrison, AR, we look forward to seeing everyone there. 

Come dressed as your favorite Super Hero. Come planning to have lots of fun and bring out your 

inner child. We are looking forward to this being a our best rally since this will be our last one as 

District Director, which has been as GREAT adventure. 

 

 

RIDE OFTEN AND RIDE SAFE!!!! 

 

Johnny & Mildred Glasscock 

director@argwrra.org 

http://www.argwrra.org

